
 

  

 

Responsibilities & Obligations of other road users. 

 After a collision, all parties involved must stop. It is an offence not to. 

 

 Names and addresses and registration numbers MUST be given. This means 

volunteering the information, not having to drag it out of a driver. 

 

 If you do not receive this information within 24 hours it is compulsory that you 

report the incident to the police; this includes damage only. Reason: The motorist 

may be uninsured and there is a very tight timetable imposed by the MIB in 

respect of damage only untraced driver claims.  

Tip:  MIB = Motor insurers Bureau MIB was established in 1946 to compensate the 

victims of negligent uninsured and untraced motorists. Every Insurer underwriting 

compulsory motor insurance is obliged, by virtue of the Road Traffic Act 1988, to be a 

member of MIB and to contribute to its funding. 

 If there is injury, the incident must be reported to the police within 24 hours. In 

addition to names, addresses & registration numbers the other party MUST give 

insurance policy number and issuing insurance company name. The relevant 

statute is 1988 Road Traffic Act section 170. 

 

 Try to identify the precise position of the point of impact and mark/record it, if 

possible, in relation to some fixture (called a datum point) that’s not likely to 

move. 

Tip:  Datum points such as Lamp posts can be extremely useful for the purpose of 

investigation. They make life much easier when returning to the incident location to take 

further measurements etc. 

 Give some thought to how you would record details in the heat of the moment: 

a. Do you have a voice recorder on your phone? 

b. Is there a notebook function? 

c. Your phone is lost/damaged – do you have a small notebook & pencil? 

d. Why not carry some personal ID cards bearing your name and contact 

details – they may encourage witnesses to call you later. 

N.B: Remember to note down the registration of the vehicle. Current technology 

means that Cycle- S.O.S. can identify whether a car is insured and the insurers name and 

policy number as long as we have the vehicle registration and the date of the incident. 

 Doors opened onto cyclists – It matters not that the door may have been opened 

by the passenger; the driver is still under an obligation to comply with the Road 

Traffic Act 170 requirements. The statute is the Road Vehicles (Construction and 

Use) Regulations 1986, regulation 105. 

 A motorist who halts at the scene and then departs is potentially a “hit and run” or 

“untraced driver”. Try to retain registration number and make and colour of car. 

Even if the motorist provides a name and phone number, they have still not 

complied with S 170, so the reporting requirements still apply. 



 
 A motorist who uses a car as a weapon, deliberately driving at a cyclist or 

pedestrian is likely to be charged with dangerous driving (RTA s2). This is likely to 

mean an immediate deprivation of liberty on conviction. 

 In an untraced driver claim, the incident, if damage only, must be reported to the 

police within 5 days and within 14 days if it involves injury. If the victim for some 

reason cannot report it, some other person may do that on the victim’s behalf. If a 

genuine medical condition prevents this, the time may be extended, but ought not 

to be delayed unnecessarily.  

 The difference between unidentified vehicles and untraced drivers. There is no 

scope to compensate for damaged property if the vehicle is unidentified. If a 

person is both injured and has property damage only the injury (and direct 

consequences) will be compensated by the MIB. 

 Accidents caused by spilt fuel or a lost load. The vehicles that cause this type of 

accident may easily be unidentified. However, if injury is sustained, so long as the 

incident (e.g diesel spillage) is reported promptly, an MIB claim is possible. 

Evidence is vital, so try to obtain independent corroboration of the 

contamination: from witness or by having a friend inspect the scene.  

Tip: Photographs of mud from construction sites are essential as the road will be 

cleaned once the possibility of a claim is realised. 

 

 

 


